
ILLINOIS LEGISLATIVE 
CORRESPONDENTS ASSOCIATION

The Illinois Legislative Correspondents Association is
an organization of  newspapers, news services, and televi-
sion and radio stations whose representatives report actions
of  the General Assembly and Illinois government.

Chicago and St. Louis newspapers, the Associated Press
and numerous downstate newspapers maintain year-round
bureaus at the State Capitol. Through these representatives,
Illinois government is one of  the most comp re hensively
reported in the nation.

The ILCA dates back to early-1946, when Don E.
Chamberlain and other correspondents covering the State
Capitol worked with Governor Dwight H. Green, Secretary
of  State Edward J. Barrett and legislative leaders to establish

modern pressroom facilities for the association. Four rooms were assigned to the press in
1947, replacing the old system where reporters wrote their copy in anterooms and under
stairs. As the ILCA continued to grow and the television and broadcast media joined the
ranks of  those covering state government, larger quarters were provided to the association
near the legislative halls in the Capitol.

Working with the ILCA in 1976, the Legislative Space Needs Commission (now the
Office of  the Architect of  the Capitol) designed a new, modern pressroom on the mezza-
nine of  the State Capitol Building between the second and third floors. Renovation of
the television newsroom, where many of  the formal press conferences are held, was
completed in 2000.

Legislative Correspondents Association Officers
Ray Long, Chicago Tribune ................................................................................................President
Doug Finke, GateHouse News Service................................................................Vice President
Dave McKinney, Chicago Sun-Times ................................................................................Secretary
John Patterson, The Daily Herald ....................................................................................Treasurer
Sean Crawford, WUIS Radio ................................................................................Board Member
Kurt Erickson, Lee Enterprises ............................................................................Board Member
Gordon Graham, WAND-TV ..............................................................................Board Member
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Ray Long
President
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Ray Long
Chicago Tribune
217-782-6296

Legislative Correspondents

Dave McKinney
Chicago Sun-Times

217-753-2986

Kevin McDermott
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

217-782-4912

Chris Wills
Associated Press
217-789-2700

John O’Connor
Associated Press
217-789-2700

Seth Perlman
Associated Press
217-789-2700

Diane Ross
Statehouse News Service

217-785-7231

John Patterson
The Daily Herald
217-782-6165

Ryan Keith
GateHouse News Service

217-788-1518

Doug Finke
GateHouse News Service

217-788-1527

Bernard Schoenburg
State Journal-Register

217-788-1540

Jamey Dunn
Illinois Issues

217-782-4090



Sean Crawford
WUIS-IPR

217-782-6058

Amanda Vinicky
WUIS-IPR

217-782-6058
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Doug Wilson
Quincy Herald-Whig

217-221-3372

Melissa Hahn
Illinois Radio Network

217-528-3377

Dave Dahl
Illinois Radio Network

217-782-6890

Jim Leach
WMAY-Radio
217-629-6397

Luke Carey
State Capital

Information Service
217-782-6295

Rich Miller
Capitol Fax

capitolfax@aol.com

Bethany Krajelis
Chicago Daily 
Law Bulletin

217-782-6294

Kurt Erickson
Lee Enterprises
217-789-0865

Mike Riopell
Lee Enterprises
217-789-0865
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Gordon Graham
WAND-TV

217-782-4115

Brian Canaday
WAND-TV

217-782-4115

Peter Gray
WAND-TV

217-782-4115

Catie Sheehan
WICS-TV

217-753-5656

Tony J. Yuscius
Advanced Digital Media

217-496-3661

James R. Carder
Advanced Digital Media

217-496-3661

Tom Massey
ILCA Press Secretary

217-782-7664

Rick Millard
ILCA Assistant
Press Secretary
217-782-7664


