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Less than a week after a group of Hhineis leaders announced a plan 1o make new drivers safer. a leading children's hospital and a
national insurer released a study aimed at finding out why so many young drivesr are killed on the nation's highwavs.

Consider thal the atabty rate for drivers 16 to 19 years. based on miles driven, is four times that of drivers age 25-79, according to the
Natioral Highway Traffic Safety Administration. In 2005, nearly 7,300 t5- to 20-year-old dnivers were involved in fatal crashes,

Ghiven those nwmbers, 10 might be instructive to find out what young people themselves have to say about their driving safety.
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia and State Farm recently combined to conduct the first national young driver survey. Researchers
talked 10 5,605 students from 68 randornly selected high scheols and what they found just may surprise you: Kids themselves
recogmize thal they are very often driving, or riding, under pretty dangerous circumstances. Released Jan. 25, the survey targeted 9th-
1Hh 13 grade smidents. "Research has told us a tot about which teens get into crashes, but we don't know enough about the why,”
according to Dr. Flaura K. Winston, M.D., co-scientific director and founder of the Center for Injury Research and Prevention at
Phidadelpihia Hospital said. "With thhs survey, we asked teens directly: what is happening when your peers drive that is making them
unsale? Here's what they said:

-« 75 pereent see peers dniving fatigued;

-- 90 percent see passenger hehavior that distracts the driver:

- Anastomshing 50 percent plus reporied teens exhibiting road rage.

--Nine out of 10 1eens reported it was common ta sec cens driving while talking on the cell phone, and seven out of 10 reparted
seeng a teen driving while emotionally upset while falking on a cell phone.

-- Speeding by teen drivers was observed far more frequently tham driving iropaired and half of all teens reported driving 10 mifes per
hour or more over the posted speed himit at least some times.

“l'eens described a driving environment that would be chalienging even to experienced drivers," Dr. Winston writes. "Combine this
driving environment with Jack of training and imexperience and you have a deadly mix."

{For more from the study see www.chop.edw/youngdrivers and www.statefarm.com.)

The vood news for parents in the survey s that kids say they play a key role in driving safety. According to the study:

-+ b0 pereent say that they care about their parenis’ opinion on cell phone use while driving

-+ 5o pecent of them rely on parents ta learn how to drive.

The sitnation then, may not as hopeless as it scems. It is possible to make kids safer and there are a host of people scarchuig for how to

doar Officials with State Farm say the timing of the study's release -- days after Secretary of State Jesse White's task force released
a hst ol recommendations foy teen drivers -- was parely comncidental, though the groups do support the secretary's efforts.

Sado we tideing by the resulis of this survey. a great many young people just might, too, Now, let's do something about it



