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Survey backs wisdom of teen driving laws

Jug: as Minois lawmakers hegin 1o consider tighter limits on teenage drivers. pew survey results confirm the wisdoni of at least one
proposed change i state law,

The natiomal survey, conducted by State Farm Insarance and a children's hospital in Pluladelphia, quizzed more than 3,600 teens fiom
68 high schools nabanwide about their driving habits, The survey delivered poasitive news m that 90 percent said they rarely or never
drmk and drive Maybe, just maybe. most 1eens are hearing and heeding the warnings, the grim statistics and the prom-season crash
re-vnactiments on the consequences of dnnking and driving.

Bur most vouny, diivers surveyved also said that often they see their friends drive with distractions ranging from loud music and cell
phone conversauons t passengers drinking, smoking pot or generally “acting wild.”

Which is where one of Hlinois” proposed new laws enters the picture. This provision would extend the time for which new drivers
may carry only one teenage passenger. That restrictton, which now covers new drivers for six months, would be extended 10 a fuli
vear. Teens and some parents object, noting the convenience of one student being zble to take a car full of fricnds to and from
extracurricnlar activities. The point is well taken. A one-year restriction on passengers would inconvemence many; no doubt.

Convenrence, though, must he placed on the scales opposite the hazards created when several fiiends ina car are cranking up the radio
volume. boogicing in therr seats, rezchimg aver to honk the homn or leaning out of windows to shout at friends nearby. Haven't seen
any of those behaviors Tately”? Try setting up your own observation station near any suburban high school after schioel some aflernoon
or alter a balleame some evening. Are all high school kids guilty of distracting the driver? Of course not. But as the survey suggesis,
enough enpage in such rowdiness, as natural 2s adolescence itself, to tip the scales in favor of safety first: restricting the number of
passengers for a full vear of driving.

[ he one-year passenger linmit 15 only one of several tighter restrictions proposcd by a task foree assembiled last year by Seeretary of
State Jesse White. The other most signiftcant and important change would lengthen -— to mine months from the current three — the
time a een driver must hold a leamer’s permit before ohtaming a driver’s license. The additional six menths of driving under a
parent’s watchful eye and of driving through varied weather conditions is almost certain to producc safer drivers.

WTre ess sold on the value of a third major provision, which would move the curfew for new drivers one hour carlier, from 11 p.n.
to 10 p.m. on weekmights and from midnight 10 11 p.n. on weekends, But, in keeping with the general philosophy of erring on the side
of caution 10 save young lives, it's an aceeptable change, particularly with the exceptions for work and sanctioned school activities
currently included i the bill.

Winle lawmakers wall wrestle with many high-profile and controversial issucs during this session, it's possible that nothing they do
will be mare important than Hine-tuning the driving laws in ways that keep our teens, and thase with whoni they share the road, safer.



