
DOCUMENT 49 – LETTER REQUESTING RELIEF FOR THE DAUGHTERS OF A 
CIVIL WAR VETERAN 

 
October 18, 1939 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 
 Oct 18 1939 

 

Gov. Henry Horner 

Dear sir 

I am writing you in regards 

to my sister and my living 

I was apointed conservetor 

for my sister last spring 

she draws a Pension of $20 

a month as our Father was 

a soldier of the civel war 

and I cant hire any one to 

stay with her as she dosent 

get enough income and now 

we are in need of a coal stove 

and coal and clothes and as 

you Know $20 dollars a month 

dosent go very far. she is a 

invlad in bed all the time 

has to be taken care of like a 

baby fed and all I have 

 

 2 

 

written several letters to  

washington about getting her 

 



Pension raised but they say 

that is all she is allowed so 

I dont Know what we are going 

to do. I dont want on relief 

I never have been and hope 

I never will. but I have ask 

to get work on W.P.A. Could 

this be aranged as a W.P.A. 

Project taking care of my 

sister. or her getting more 

Pension. so help me if posible 

 with Best Regards 

 

 Minnie Odle 

  Macedonia 

   Ill. 
 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
Civil War pensions were this country’s first nucleus for a social security system. Although 
following prior wars provisions had been made for veterans, generally they were one-time 
payoffs. In the Civil War’s aftermath hundreds of thousands of disabled veterans and hundreds 
of thousands of widows and orphans of deceased veterans presented themselves. Numerically 
these dependents represented a larger percentage of the population than the nation had ever 
experienced previously. 
 
Legislation enacted in 1862 provided benefits for veterans or their survivors in the event of 
service related death or disability. By 1890 the service related requirement was dropped. Old age 
became a disability in 1906. Civil War veterans and their survivors were enjoying benefits in 
1910 similar to the ones later provided for a broader range of Americans by the Social Security 
Act of 1935. 
 
An assistant to the governor responded to this letter on October 23. He advised Minnie Odle to 
get in touch with her local relief authorities. 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
 
What was Minnie Odle asking Governor Horner to do? 
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