
DOCUMENT 20 – PETITION TO MODIFY THE FIRE LIMITS SO AS TO ALLOW 
INCREASED HOUSING 

 
May 23, 1881 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 

To the Honorable the Mayor & Common Council 

of the City of Chicago 

 
 The undersigned representing the 

Tennant class of the city, and acting under instructsions 

given by a mass meeting; of the same, respectfully call 

your attention to the strife, between the Landlords and 

Tennants. caused by the Scarcity of habitations, and 

the desire of the Landlords to raise rents in consequence, 

thereof, which if un-checked will develope, a bitterness 

and discord, detrimental to the best intrest of the City, 

We respectfully petition your Honorable body, to take into consideration 

the rapid growth by Immigration, of the Population of the city, and the 

insufficient provision, made for House this are, increase, the 

inevitable crowding together of Human Beings; and the consequent 

distruction of Health and Life; We respectfully represent, that the 

Means of alleviating to some extent the evil complained of, lies within 

the Power of the common council, and hense we petition the 

honor Your Honorable Body to so modify the present fire limits 

Ordinance, as to enable the people with small means 

to utilize the thousands of acres of Land, which is now 

by the Present Ordinance, practicily excluded from use. 

 

 Samuel Richardson 

 T.N. Newman 

 J. Adams 

 Peter Cedarburg 

 T.J. Morgan 


