
DOCUMENT 8 – COMMUNICATION FROM THE MAYOR OF BUFFALO 
 
December 27, 1843 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 
 

 Mayors office 

 Buffalo Decr 27. 1843.~ 

Dr Sir 

 In pursuance of a resolution of the Common 

Council of the City of Buffalo, I have the honour 

to transmit to you a Copy of our City Charter and 

ordinances. 

 It is intended as an expression on the part  

of the City of Buffalo of its friendship for the City  

of Chicago, and of a desire for a lasting continuance 

of the ties which cement every portion of our happy 

Union~ 

 With a sincere wish for the contined prosperity 

of your noble City 

 I have the honour to be very resp= 

 ectfully & truly yours Ob" Serv" 

 Jos G. Masten 

 Mayor of the City of Buffalo 

To     His Honour the Mayor 

 of the City of Chicago 

 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
Chicago’s location on Lake Michigan made it the logical western terminus for steamship and 
sailing vessel routes from the East. As the only adequate harbor on Lake Michigan, it was a 
thoroughfare for goods and immigrants bound for the interior. In 1839, a regular line of 
steamships between Chicago and Buffalo made the round trip in sixteen days. Buffalo was the 
western terminus for the Erie Canal which was completed in 1825, and which connected Lake 
Erie and the Hudson River and thus the Atlantic Ocean. In 1843, 705 ships arrived in Chicago. 
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