
DOCUMENT 49 – PETITION FROM THE SCANDINAVIAN EMIGRANT 
ASSOCIATION 

 
January 12, 1870 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 
 Chicago,  Januar 12   1870 

To 

The Honorable Major of the City 

Common Council 
 of Chicago.~ 

I allow me hereby to beg you, if you 

will be kind and allow us to get 

a free License, to keep above named 

Emigrant Office. Here in Chicago 

are now a great Employments Offices 

which in any manner are swindling 

the poor and helpless Emigrants.— 

Therefore I have appointed an Agent, 

who has to help and assist the Emmigrants 

in keeping those swindling Agents out 

from them, and procure Employment, 

and finding Homes for them.— 

 Our means is very small, and what 

we have got of money, whe have to 

 

keep that for the use of the 

Emmigrants. —Until you can 

decide this case for us, I hope you 

will be kind and allow us to 

keep the Office without taking 

any License out. Expecting your 

worship in this matter will please 

and 



help us to get above named 

License I remain 

 Your most obedient Servant 

 Joh. Frigast 

 President 

 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
In 1870, Chicago inhabitants included 6,374 residents born in Norway, 6,154 born in Sweden, 
and 1,243 born in Denmark. In total these Scandinavians were 9.53 percent of the foreign-born 
population and 4.61 percent of the whole population. Although most were employed in 
manufacturing and mechanical industries, substantial numbers were in domestic service, 
followed by the transportation industry, and then by various trades. 
 
It was common for ethnic groups to form protection and assistance societies to help newly 
arrived immigrants find employment and housing. There were many unscrupulous agents 
available to cheat the unworldly and newly arrived immigrant. The first Scandinavian aid society 
was founded in 1854. By 1870, the Chicago Swedish community was the largest in the country. 
Most lived in the North Division in an area bounded by Chicago, Division, Larabee, and Franklin 
streets. An employment agency was referred to as an “intelligence office.” The petition for a free 
license was not granted. 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
 
What was the purpose of the Scandinavian Emigrant Association? 
 
Why did the Danes, Norwegians, and Swedes band together? 
 
What was an intelligence office? 
 
Why would one have emigrated from Scandinavia to this country? 
 
SEE RELATED DOCUMENTS: 8, 17, 23, 27, and 48 




