
DOCUMENT 45 – RESOLUTIONS DONATING LAND AND MONEY IF THE STATE 
CAPITOL BE REMOVED TO CHICAGO 

 
January 28, 1865 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 Whereas members of the General As- 

sembly have indicated a disposition 

to remove the seat of government of 

the State from Springfield to some 

other point, and have expressed a 

wish for a proposition from this City 

in relation to the subject to make 

provision towards such removal here. 

 Therefore be it resolved by the 

Mayor & Aldermen of the City of 

Chicago in Common Council as- 

sembled — 

 1.  Resolved.  That if the necessary 

act shall be passed by the General As- 

sembly to remove the seat of govern- 

ment to Chicago, the City of Chicago 

will donate ^ Union Park which 

contains seventeen acres and is 

worth three hundred thousand dollars 

as a site for the capital building and 

grounds, and in that event the May- 

or and Comptroller shall and they 

are hereby authorised and empowered 

to make execute a deed in fee simple 

to the State of said ground property, to 

 

have and hold the same solely and 

exclusively for the uses & purposes 

to the State 



aforesaid — 

2.  Resolved S  That the sum of Five 

Hundred Thousand Dollars is hereby 

appropriated, as an additional con- 

tribution, ^ in the event of the passage 

of such act, for which the Comptroller 

shall draw his warrants on the 

treasurer in favor of the State of Illinois 

or such commissioners or agents as the 

State shall appoint to receive the same, 

payable out of funds to be derived 

from the sale of bonds of the city drawing 

^seven per cent per annum payable 

semi annually and the principal at 

the end of twenty five years, in New York - 

And we hereby ask of the General Assembly 

a grant of to authorise the City to 

issue said bonds in the event of the 

passage of said act — 

 3.  Resolved.  That these proceedings  

be signed by the Mayor and certi- 

fied by the City Clerk, and laid 

before the General Assembly 
 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
In 1818, when Illinois became a state its Capitol was located at Kaskaskia. In 1820, Vandalia 
became the site. Twenty years later Springfield, which was more centrally located, was chosen. 
By the early 1860s, state legislators were expressing a desire for a new Capitol building both to 
house expanding state government and to express the state’s status and aspirations. Several 
Illinois cities, including Chicago, Peoria, Jacksonville, and Decatur, as well as Springfield, vied 
for the new site. The eastern part of the state was appeased with a state university at Champaign 
and the southern part received a new state prison at Chester. In the end Springfield boosters, who 
offered an attractive package of land and money, won out. In February 1867, an act designating 
Springfield was signed into law by Governor Oglesby after it had narrowly passed in both 

to aid in constructing State buildings, 

interest at the rate of 




