
DOCUMENT 40 – ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS TO THE SANITARY 
COMMISSION 

 
April 10, 1862 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 

 An Ordinance making an appropriation 

for the relief of suffering soldiers 

Be it Ordained by the^City of Chicago 

Section 1 That the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars 

be and hereby is appropriated from the 

amount in the City Treasury collected by 

taxation as a War Fund, for the purpose 

of affording relief to our sick and wounded 

soldiers the same to be expended under 

the direction of the Chicago branch of 

the U S Sanitary Commission 

Section 2 That the City Comptroller be and hereby 

is directed to draw a Warrant on the 

City Treasurer favor of Hon Mark Skinner 

President of the Chicago Branch of the 

U.S Sanitary Commission^and deliver the 

same to him^to be used for the purpose 

of affording relief to the Soldiers wounded 

in recent as as the Commission may 

think proper to our sick and wounded 

soldiers immediately and deliver the other 

Five thousand Dollars to him for the same 

purpose if he shoul when he shall 

state it is required 

 The Council then adjourned 

 A.J. Marble 

Common Council of 

for five thousand 

immediately



 Clerk 

 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
The United States Sanitary Commission was established in June of 1861, to supplement the 
federal government’s services to Union soldiers in the field and their families at home. It also 
served to pressure the government to correct shortcomings. It mainly was composed of female 
volunteers who collected needed supplies and distributed them to the men and their families. The 
Chicago Branch was later named the Northwest District. At its supply depot on Wabash Avenue 
it received donations of such articles as bed sacking, sheets, quilts, bandages, and soap, from 
Illinois, Wisconsin, and Iowa. After the war the commission evolved into the American Red 
Cross. 
 
On April 6 and 7, 1862, at the Battle of Shiloh, near Pittsburg Landing along the Tennessee 
River in southwest Tennessee, Union forces suffered 13,000 casualties of a total strength of 
60,000. The Confederates lost 11,000 of 40,000 and were driven back to Corinth, Mississippi. 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
 
What was the United States Sanitary Commission and why was the city making an appropriation 
to it? 
 
Why did Chicago find it necessary to maintain a war fund? 
 
How much was being appropriated? 
 
Why were funds being allocated on this particular date? 
 
SEE RELATED DOCUMENTS: 43 and 46 




