
DOCUMENT 39 – REPORT AND ORDINANCE FOR OPENING DEARBORN STREET 
 
July 1, 1861 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 

Report and Ordinance for Opening of Streets, &c. 
 
 
TO THE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF CHICAGO, IN COMMON 

 COUNCIL ASSEMBLED: 

 The Board of Public Works to whom was referred by your 

honorable body the petition of George Manierre 

Henry Fuller et al, asking for the opening of 

Dearborn street, between Madison street and 

Monroe street, having given the same due con- 

sideration, would respectfully report that 

 

 The said public improvement is not asked for by the petition of the owners of three-fourths 

of the property to be assessed for the making of such improvement, but is urgently 

demaned by public interests; and in the opinion 

of this Board immediate action should be had by 

your honorable body in the premises 

 We herewith submit a plan or profile of the contemplated improvement, 

and specially report what damges it will be necessary to assess; we also 

submit an estimate of the expense of the same, accompanied with a proper 

ordinance for the ordering of such improvement. 

 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
By June 8, 1861, all eleven Confederate states had seceded from the Union. The onset of the war 
did not stop the economic advance of Chicago which in 1861 had a population of over 120,000. 
The city was alive with new construction and expansion. In the instance of this document, 
Dearborn Street was being extended from Madison Street to Monroe Street. It was to be 80 feet 
wide and 404 feet long. The cost to the city was $7,000 for the land, $2,500 for portions of 
buildings to be torn down, $20 for engineering, $24 for advertising, and $46 in sundry costs, for 
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