
DOCUMENT 32 – ESTIMATE FOR STREET CONSTRUCTION 
 
September 14, 1855 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 

 
 Supt. Estimate 

 The City Supt. of Public Works under a 

Requisition from the Com. on streets and alleys of 

the South Division Submits the following as an estimate 

of the Cost for Macademising Wells street from Van 

Buren to Taylor street 2,551 feet in length 20 feet wide 

and 1 foot deep in the Center. to Mac. with Rubble stone 

and Covered on the top with 3 or 4 inchs of Gravel 

or Coarse sand. 

 Cost of Material and Labour as follows viz 

510 Cords stone Hawled on street @ $6 per. C. $3,060. 

Settling Breaking & Hawling sand on 

 the top 6/. per. ft. 1,913.25 

 Advertising 16. 

 Engineering and Superintendence 20. 

 Com. for Making assessment 50. 

 Com. for Collecting $5,05925/. @ 3 per cent.      151.78 

 $5,211.03 

Chicago Sept. 14th, 1855 

 Signed 

 H Fuller Supt 

 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
In 1852, the Chicago Drainage Commission was incorporated by the state legislature and the 
council established new gradings in 1855 and 1856 which required buildings to be elevated 
above the water level of the Chicago River. Various types of street surfaces were experimented 
with including wooden planks, cobblestones, and macadam. John Loudon McAdam (1756-1836) 
was a Scottish engineer who had invented a street surface that provided a well-drained roadbed. 




