
DOCUMENT 29 – INVITATION OF THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD 
COMPANY 

 
April 26, 1855 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 

 Office of the Illinois Central R. R. Company 

 Chicago, April 26, 1855 

To the Honorable the Mayor 

& Council of the City of Chicago; 

 Gentlemen:   Conforming 

to a Joint Resolution of the two Houses of the 

Illinois State Legislature, I have the honor 

to invite you to participate in a Legislative 

Trip to Cairo, and enclose cards for that 

purpose. A Special Train will leave Chicago 

on Tuesday the 8th of May at 8.45 A.M. 

and proceed to Cairo and return. 

 Trusting we shall have the pleasure 

of the company of the Municipal authorities 

of Chicago on the occasion, 

 I am, Gentlemen with Great Respect 

 your obedient servant 

 R. B. Mason 

 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
In 1846, Stephen A. Douglas was elected to the Senate on a platform calling for the construction 
of a central railroad through the state with a terminus at Chicago. Construction was to be 
financed by a grant of federal lands along the right of way to the state which in turn would turn 
them over to the most promising entrepreneur willing to undertake the project. His proposal 
became law in 1850. An eastern firm was awarded the project. There were actually two routes. 
One stretched from Galena to Freeport to Bloomington to Decatur to Centralia to Du Quoin to 
Cairo. The other was a feeder route but became the more important. It ran from Chicago to 
Kankakee to Urbana and to Centralia where it connected for passage down to Cairo. By January 
15, 1855, the main line had been completed and a celebration was held in Cairo. Special trains 




