
DOCUMENT 28 – REPORT OF POLICE COMMITTEE REGARDING 
COMPENSATING ALLAN PINKERTON 

 
September 28, 1854 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 

To the Hon. the Mayor and Aldermen of the 
 City of Chicago in Common Council Assembled 
 Your Committee on Police to 
whom was referred the Communication of the 
Grand Jury of the Recorders Court, the Recorder 
and Prosecuting Attorney, setting forth 
that Valuable service had been rendered the 
City by Allen Pinkerton, in ferreting out 
and arresting Burglars, Thievs and counterfieters 
for some time past, and recommending 
for such service, and recommending to 
the Common Council to Make him 
some pecuniary acknowledgment as a 
compensation for said service, Would 
respectfully report that they have 
considered the subject and are of the 
opinion that a small appropriation from 
the City Treasury toMr. Pinerton for his 
 Mr. Pinkerton has rendered 
the City good service for several Months 
past by his Vigilance and industry in 
ferreting out and bringing to Justice a class 
of Thievs Burglars &c who have been preying 
upon the Citizens of this Community, and 
that a small appropriation from the 
City Treasury to an Efficient Officer 
is money well Expended. They would 
therefore recommend that the Mayor and 
Clerk be authorized to draw an order 
on the Treasurer in favour of Allen Pinkerton 
for Two hundred dollars as a compensation 
for past Police service, Respectfully 
 submitted 
 Wm L Church Chm 

l

without any compensation 

Mr. Pinkerton

for this Kind of service 



Chicago Sept 28th 1854.  Comt. on Police 
 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
The City of London, England, formed a professional police force with uniformed patrolmen, 
centralized leadership, and disciplined regimen in 1829. In this country New York City founded 
a police force patterned after the London model in 1844. Cincinnati and New Orleans followed 
in 1852, Boston and Philadelphia in 1854, Chicago in 1855, and Baltimore in 1857. Each of 
these forces, however, was subject to the dictates of the governing political structure and thus 
lacked true professionalism. In each of these cities it was common practice to employ private 
guards and agents to protect businesses and homes. 
 
Allan Pinkerton was born in Scotland in 1819 and emigrated to this country in 1842. He settled 
in Dundee in Kane County and was employed part-time as a deputy sheriff. In the 1840s, he 
served as an agent for the Underground Railroad. He built a reputation and in 1853 was hired as 
a deputy sheriff for Cook County. In 1853 and 1854 he often worked undercover on his own time 
in ferreting out counterfeiters and other lawbreakers. In February of 1855, he resigned from 
public office and established his own detective agency in Chicago with most of his clients being 
railroad companies that wanted their routes protected. During the Civil War he served as a spy 
for the Union Army and after the war he established additional offices in New York and 
Philadelphia. He died in 1884. 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
 
Who was Allan Pinkerton (spelled “Allen” in the document)? 
 
Why would the city need the services of a private detective? 
 
How much did the city determine to pay him for his services? 
 
Can you describe the Chicago police force of 1854? 
 
SEE RELATED DOCUMENTS: 10, 22, 25, 34, 37, and 49 




