
DOCUMENT 27 – PETITION OF E. MIELING FOR RELIEF DUE TO DAMAGES 
INCURRED BY HIS WIFE 

 
August 28, 1854 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 

To the Hon. Mayor & Common Council 

of the city of Chicago. 

 Your Petitioner 

E. Mieling, respectfully 

represents to you, that he has heretofore 

presented his certain Petition for 

relief to your Hon. body, for certain 

injuries sustained by the wife of your 

Petitioner being run over by the wheels 

of a Fire-engine running to a fire in this 

city. The Common Council was thereupon 

Pleased to order the Payment of fifty 

Dollars to your Petitioner, to relieve the 

most pressing necessities of the case at that 

time, promising the payment of more 

money, should it become necessary. 

Your Petitioner would further say, that 

the entire sum of fifty Dollars was paid 

to Dr. Kaeferly, the surgeon who dressed the 

wounds of his wife, on account, and that 

your Petitioner is still indebted to him in a 

large sum, and is also indebted to Fred 

Rosenmerkel in the sum of about thirty 

Dollars for medicines &c &c for his said 

wife, who is still unable to do her house- 

work from the effects of said injury; and 

that your Petitioner has lost about two months 



work in attending upon his said sick wife, 

and that he is now in great poverty and 

distress in consequence thereof, and prays 

your Honorable body for such relief, as 

shall seem just & equitable under the 

circumstances. 

 

A. Voss, E. Mieling 

 his atty. 

 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
The city acted as its own insurer at this time. If one sustained injuries or other damages due to 
the negligence of the city corporation, he or she petitioned the council for relief. The council 
determined if the city was indeed at fault, and if so, the amount of damages to be awarded. 
Examples of negligence on the part of the city included people falling through sidewalks, people 
and horses falling through bridges, and in the instance of this document, a woman being run over 
by a fire engine. The council was not overly generous in its awards. 
 
At this time public relief was a county responsibility which was supplemented by aid from 
various charities. By 1853, the Cook County Poorhouse was unable to satisfy the demands 
placed upon it. Rush Medical College, established in 1837, provided some free medical services 
to the poor as did several private physicians, and the city smallpox hospital (1843) and the 
pesthouse. Assistance also was available from some religious organizations, immigrant aid 
societies, and other public charities. 
 
The council granted this particular petition. 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
 
Why was E. Meiling petitioning the council? 
 
What did the city consider its responsibility to be in this matter? 
 
Why would E. Mieling employ an attorney to prepare this petition? 
 
Without relief granted by the city, where would Mieling turn? 
 
SEE RELATED DOCUMENTS: 17, 22, 30, 34, 40, and 49 




