
DOCUMENT 24 – TAX STATISTICS 
 
September 26, 1853 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 
 Tax Statistics of the City of Chicago for the year 1853. 
 

 
Divisions 

Valuation 
Real Estate 

Valuation 
Personal Estate 

City Tax 
3½ M. 

School Tax 
1½ M. 

Interest Tax 
½ M. 

Building Tax 
1 M. 

Water Tax 
1 M. 

Market Tax 
1 M. 

Lamp Tax 
½ M. 

Total Tax 
Real Estate 

Total Tax 
Personal Property 

 
Whole Tax 

South Division 6,594,465  23,080.62¼   9,891.69¼   3,297.23¼    6,594.46½    6,594.46½  2,105.02½    51,563.51   
  3,003,444 10,512.05½   4,505.16¼   1,501.72¼    3,003.44½    3,003.44½         22,525.83½   74,089.34½ 
North Division 2,214,303    7,750.06¼   3,321.45½   1,107.15¼    2,214.30¼    2,214.30¼      2,214.30¼     18,821.58½   
  309,069   1,081.74¼      463.60¼      154.53½       309.07       309.07         309.07          2,627.09   21,448.67½ 
West Division 4,321,909  15,126.68   6,482.86   2,160.95    4,321.91    4,321.91      4,321.91     36,736.22   
  398,641   1,395.24      597.96      199.32       398.64       398.64         398.64          3,388.44   40,124.66 
 13,130,677 3,711,154 58,946.40¼ 25,262.74¼   8,420.91¼  16,841.83¼  16,841.83¼      7,243.92¼ 2,105.02½  107,121.31½      28,541.36½ 135,662.68 
 
 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
The Chicago River divided the city into three logical divisions — North, South, and West. Although the North Division had some wealthy pockets in 1853, it was dominated by the 
impoverished Irish and also housed slaughterhouses and such industry as the McCormick Reaper Company which had located near the lake in 1847. In 1848, construction of the 
Galena and Chicago Railroad brought new centers of fashion and business. The North Division housed the “Sands,” a vice district, as well. In the South Division was located the 
main business district. The wealthy class was concentrated along Michigan and Wabash Avenues in this division. The West Division was populated by the impoverished. After 
1848, when the Illinois and Michigan Canal was completed, this division experienced substantial growth. A few years earlier it had been considered part of the countryside. 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
 
What formed the divisions of Chicago? 
 
What was the wealthiest division in 1853? 
 
What was the poorest division? 
 




