
DOCUMENT 2 – PETITION OF FIREMEN FOR AN ENGINE HOUSE 
 
December 16, 1835 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 

To the board of Trustees of the town of Chicago. Gentlemen, 

 We the undersigned members of the fire Engine Company 

No. 1. would respectfully represent, that the building now proposed 

for the Engine House, being only 12 by 18 feet, is unquestionably 

to small to meet the wants and necessities of the Engine company 

in this, towit, The House should be sufficiently large 

not only for the Engine and utensils, but also room for 

the necessary opperations of the company themselves 

in drying by a Stove &c the Hose — Thawing the ice &c — 

and room enough to hold such necessary meetings 

of the members as ^ required of them. 

 Your petitioners would further suggest, that 

a Cistern which would hold 3 or 4 Hogsheads of 

water ought to be constructed and attached to the 

Engine; as it will be remembered, we have only 

150 feet of Hose and Suction Engine. 

 All which is respectfully submitted 

to the consideration of the board. 

    16th Dec. 1835 

S.G. Trowbridge 

T O Davis Willm McCorristen 

H G Loomis Amos C Hamilton 

O. S. Beach S. W Paine 

H.B. Clarke James H Malford 

Joel Wicks M. B. Beaubien 

N L F Monroe Edmund Peek 

H M Draper 

are

""



John Dye 

 Ira Kimberly 
 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
From the time of Chicago’s incorporation as a town, fire protection was one of its responsibilities 
but not until after October 1834, when a serious fire caused over $2,000 in damages to several 
structures, were serious steps taken. The mayor then was authorized to purchase fire fighting 
equipment. In October of 1835 the Pioneer Hook and Ladder Company, the first effective 
volunteer fire company, was organized and in November of that year an ordinance created the 
Volunteer Fire Department of the Town of Chicago with a chief engineer, two assistants, and 
four wardens to direct volunteer companies. All able-bodied citizens in the vicinity of a fire were 
required to rush to the scene with full buckets of water to aid the volunteer companies. Principal 
sources of water for fighting fires were the Chicago River and Lake Michigan. Hydrants from a 
city water supply were not available until 1842. Companies retained much of their independence 
as they elected their own officers. By 1846 there were over thirty-three volunteer companies. 
Besides fighting fires, members of these companies socialized at firemen’s banquets and balls 
and marched together in parades on special occasions. Volunteer firemen were exempt from jury 
duty, militia service, and the road tax. It was not until 1858 that a paid professional fire 
department was instituted. 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
 
How many gallons were contained in a hogshead? 
 
From which sources could water be drawn to fight fires? Why would a portable cistern be 
required? 
 
Who was M. B. Beaubien? 
 
With the camaraderie established by mutual volunteer work, what special role did these fire 
companies play? 
 
SEE RELATED DOCUMENTS: 1, 4, 10, 15, 27, and 50 




