
DOCUMENT 19 – RESOLUTION REGARDING THE FUGITIVE SLAVE ACT 
 
November 29, 1850 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 
Whereas the Fugitive Slave Act, recently passed by Congress, is re= 

volting to our moral sense, and an outrage upon our feelings of jus= 

tice and humanity, because it desregards all the securities which the 

Constitution and Laws have thrown around personal liberties, and 

its direct tendency is to alienate the people from their love and reve= 

rence for the Government and Institutions of our Country — therefore; 

Resolved, That as the Supreme Court of the United States has solemn= 

ly adjudged that State Officers are under no obligations to 

fulfil duties imposed upon them, as such Officers, by any 

Act of Congress, we do not therefore consider it a part of our 

duty, or the duty of the City Officers of the City of Chicago, 

to aid or assist in the arrest of fugitives from oppression;— 

and by withholding such aid or assisstance we do not believe 

that our “Harbour appropriations would be withheld,” “our 

Rail Roads injured,” or “our Commerce destroyed”— or ^ “treason 

would be committed against our Government.” 

 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
The Compromise of 1850, sponsored by Henry Clay, balanced sectional conflicts. The package 
admitted California as a free state, fixed the western boundary of Texas at the 103rd meridian, 
created the territories of New Mexico and Utah and provided for their citizens to decide the slave 
question at the time they became states, prohibited slave trading in the District of Columbia, and 
provided strict fugitive slave laws. Many northern cities and states were outraged by the 
compromise and were particularly upset by the fugitive slave laws. In October the Chicago City 
Council met and denounced the fugitive slave laws as violations of the writ of habeas corpus and 
the right to trial by jury and passed a resolution of noncompliance. Stephen Douglas had just 
returned to his home in Chicago from Washington where he had been one of the strongest 
backers of the compromise. The next evening before a special meeting of the council, Douglas 
gave a brilliant three-and-a-half-hour defense of his position and he totally won over the crowd 
and the council which forthwith passed resolutions supporting fugitive slave laws. However, the 
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