
DOCUMENT 17 – PHYSICIAN’S CHOLERA REPORT 
 
June 3, 1849 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 

 PHYSICIANS’ REPORT. 

 No. 2 of Deaths 

Date 3d June Name, Edward Walin Age, 40 Sex, male 

Nation, Irish 

Location, Wolcott street North Division 

Occupation, Laborer, at House moving 

Habits, Rather intemperate 

Diarrhoea, Present. & Profuse 

How long standing, Twelve hours 

Vomiting, character of, Present. Fluid 

Cramps, where, Present. Abdomen & Extremities 

Purging, character of, Rice Water & Profuse 

Intellectual State, Dull. with tendency to Coma 

State of skin and extremities, Cold & Clammy, Profuse perspiration 

State of other secretions, No secretion from Kidneys or salivary glands 

 Pulse weak & entirely absent at times 

Treatment, Sulpher & Charcoal 3 grs. Calomel 10 grs. Quinine 5 grs. 

 opium 1 gr. Mix.  Repeated every 3 hours 

 Mustard to extremities and abdomen 

 All the external heat possible applied 

 to extremities.  

Result, Death.      12  hours after the premonitory sympt 

 and six hours after the first med was given 

 Remarks 

This patient had been laboring hard in the open 

air till 12 oclock at night previous to the 

attack at 2 in the morning. Was probably 



intemperate. Lived in a garret into which 

5 or 6 others were crowded. Died in the opinion 

of the undersigned on act of neglect in Calling med aid. 

 W. B. Herrick M.D. 

 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
The city’s charter of 1837 empowered it to create a Board of Health to prevent the spread of 
disease. In the 1830s and 1840s, crudely built sluices carried off the worst of the surface water 
from the streets but they were still in a disgusting state. The water supply often was 
contaminated by human and animal waste. As a result there were outbreaks of disease. Major 
cholera epidemics occurred in 1849, 1854, and 1866. Other common diseases at this time 
included erysipelas, smallpox, typhoid, pulmonary disorders, whooping cough, scarlet fever, and 
measles. Better public health was not instituted until the late 1860s. Chicago’s population in 
1849 was approximately 23,000. 
 
In 1850, over half the city’s citizens were foreign-born. Of these the largest group were Irish. 
They were 6,076 in number and represented over twenty percent of the overall population and 
thirty-nine percent of all foreigners in the city. The Irish had come to this country to escape 
political oppression and famine at home. Most were unskilled and lived in crowded and 
unsanitary shanties. These were largely located in the North Division and in Bridgeport, which 
was the slaughterhouse district along the line of the canal. With street grades changing and the 
composition of neighborhoods rapidly evolving, it was common practice to move entire 
buildings on wooden rollers during this period. 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
 
What was the nationality of Edward Walin? 
 
What was his occupation and what were his living conditions? 
 
Why would Walin come to the United States to live under these conditions? 
 
What was the cause of death and what form of treatment did he receive? 
 
SEE RELATED DOCUMENTS: 12, 14, 15, 21, 23, 24, 30, 31, 41, and 44 




