
DOCUMENT 13 – RESOLUTION CONCERNING A FLAG FOR THE CHICAGO 
INVINCIBLES 

 
May 12, 1846 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 
 

Whereas the Hon Augustus Garrett has raised 

a company of volunteers in this City, called 

the “Chicago Invincibles”, to be attached to the forces 

called into the field by the President, and has 

clothed the same at his own expense — 

and in view of his patriotic exertions in aiding 

in procuring clothing for other companies raised 

in this city — therefore be it 

 Resolved — 

 That the Common Council of the 

City of Chicago, present, through the Mayor, 

an appropriate flag to the Chicago Invincibles, 

and that a committee of three be appointed 

to procure the same. 

 That the Mayor and Clerk be authorized 

to draw an order upon the City Treasurer to 

defray the expense — 

 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
On May 11, 1846, James K. Polk, the aggressive Democratic President, sent a message to 
Congress requesting a declaration of war against Mexico and on May 13, by a vote of 40 to 2 in 
the Senate and 174 to 14 in the House, Congress declared war. Polk issued a call for 50,000 
volunteers. From Cook County 790 were inducted of which not more than 500 returned. From 
Illinois approximately 6,000 signed up. Illinois troops saw heavy duty in this campaign of 
conquest. The war was won quickly and the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo was signed on 
February 2, 1848. 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
 




