
DOCUMENT 11 – PETITION CONCERNING SCHOOL TEACHERS’ SALARIES 
 
May 2, 1845 
 
TRANSCRIPTION 
 

To the Honorable, The Mayor and Common 

 Council of the City of Chicago. 

 The under signed Teachers in the Common 

Schools of the City of Chicago, would 

respectfully state that during the time 

they have been in the employ of the City, 

(one for nearly five years, the other for 

two years) they have devoted their whole 

time and attention to their duties as 

Teachers, and to their improvement 

in their vocation:   that their duties 

are responsible and arduous, and 

they believe they have discharged them 

to the entire satisfaction of the Board of 

Inspectors, under whose immediate  

supervision they have acted—:  and also 

have met with the approbation of 

the parents, whose children have been 

placed under their care.       The 

under signed would respectfully suggest 

to your Honorable Board, that the 

salary fixed for Teachers ($400 per annum) 

is insufficient for the support of those 

who are competent to teach; that they 

are not as well paid as most persons 

engaged in mercantile and mechanical em- 

-ployment, who have little responsibility resting 

upon them, and whose duties are less arduous than 



those of the Teachers — that in justice to the 

Cause of Education, Teachers of your Common 

Schools should be respectfully rewarded 

if not well paid for their services, and would 

therefore request your consideration to the subject 

of an addition to the salary of the 

under signed 

 A. D. Sturtevant 

 A. G. Wilder 

 
 
EXPLANATION 
 
In 1842, the city council passed a resolution allowing the employment of female teachers in the 
public schools but stipulated that they were not to be compensated over $200 per annum. At the 
same time male teachers were receiving $400 per annum. In 1845, the salaries of male teachers 
were increased to $500 while female teachers remained at $200. In 1847, female teachers 
received a $50 raise. Schools were open forty-eight weeks a year. At this time common laborers 
on the Illinois and Michigan Canal received $1.00 a day and carpenters received $1.25. 
 
POINTS TO CONSIDER 
 
Why were these teachers asking for a salary increase? 
 
At this time did male teachers receive more salary than female teachers?; and if so, why? 
 
What does per annum mean? 
 
What were classrooms like at this time? 
 
SEE RELATED DOCUMENTS: 5, 31, and 42 




