
State Library staff news 
Carol Weyhrich, reference assistant, marked 30 years with
the State Library. Jill Heffernan of the Library Automation and
Technology Division and Susan Goodman, administrative
assistant for the Library Development Group, both marked 20
years.

Lateral staff changes have been made at the State Library and are
reflected in the updated website contact list and staff directory.

August 3-5
Synergy Library Leadership Institute

Pere Marquette Lodge, Grafton

August 12
Project Next Generation Picnic

Hosted by Secretary of State Jesse White
Illinois State Library

August 13-22
State Library at the Illinois State Fair

Springfield 

The State Library will be closed Monday,
September 6 for Labor Day.
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Secretary of State Jesse White honored
Illinois Poet Laureate Kevin Stein at a
luncheon at Bradley University in June.
White presented Stein with a framed
letter and commemorative Illinois
license plate reading “IL POET.”

White wrote in the letter, “I have been
tremendously impressed by your com-
mitment to the Illinois literary commu-
nity, and I want to recognize your out-
standing literary achievements. As a
poet, critic, editor and teacher, you
have enriched our lives enormously

and added your unique voice and
vision to our state’s long and rich liter-
ary heritage. As State Librarian, I am
particularly grateful that your Poetry
Now! initiative generously donates
funds to Illinois libraries for the pur-
chase of books written by Illinois poets.
This is such a wonderful program that
highlights two groups that are near and
dear to my heart — Illinois authors and
Illinois libraries. 

“Your initial and continued support of
the Illinois Emerging Writers Com -

petition has
helped the pro-
gram be a great
success, and
your tireless
commitment to
promoting poet-
ry helps ensure
that future gen-
erations will be
inspired to read
and write
poems. As
Illinois Poet
Laureate you
have added
your own cre-
ative genius to
the remarkable
legacy devel-
oped by your

distinguished predecessors — Howard
Austin, Carl Sandburg and Gwendolyn
Brooks.

“I know I speak for all of the citizens of
Illinois when I say how grateful we are
for everything you have done to edu-
cate, entertain and enlighten us. Please
accept my very best wishes for contin-
ued success in all of your future
endeavors.”

Stein said he was humbled to be hon-
ored by the Secretary of State. As Poet
Laureate, he said he attempts to show
teachers, students, parents and librari-
ans the importance of reading and writ-
ing poetry. Stein is the director of the
creative writing program at Bradley,
where he has taught since 1984. He
has been honored as Faculty Member
of the Year and was named a
Caterpillar Professor in 2000.

Stein read several poems during the
luncheon, including “An Apostrophe,”
a poem he wrote for a ceremony hon-
oring mothers of those killed in com-
bat. He also read poems written by ele-
mentary school students across Illinois.

Secretary White honors Poet Laureate Kevin Stein
Letters About Literature Winners

Secretary of State Jesse White held a ceremony in his
Springfield office to honor this year’s Illinois winners of
the Letters About Literature contest. The national reading
and writing competition for students in grades 4-12
requires students to read a book and write a letter to the
author explaining how the book changed their views of
the world or themselves. This year’s winners are (left to
right) Jana Mudrock of New Lenox, Level II , grades 7-8;
Carra Wu of Lake Forest, Level I, grades 4-6; and Allyssa
Brown of Athens, Level III, grades 9-12.

State Library awarded 
$1 million Digital Divide grant
The State Library received good news in June. A $1 million
grant was awarded by the Illinois Department of Commerce &
Economic Opportunity (DCEO) to enhance broadband access
in public computer centers at libraries across Illinois. The
grants will provide equipment, training and services for broad-
band-delivered education, employment and reading services to
the unemployed, children, seniors, minorities, person with dis-
abilities and others. Ninety-two libraries are participating in
the grant.

The DCEO grant provides the 20 percent matching funds
required for a U.S. Department of Commerce Broadband
Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) grant. The State
Library and DCEO developed and submitted the statewide
application under the Public Computer Center — BTOP Round
Two grant program. Notice of BTOP awards for the participat-
ing libraries will be announced in late summer/early fall.



ILEAD U at UIS
The second seminar of ILEAD U (Illinois Libraries Explore, Apply and
Discover) was held June 15-17 at the University of Illinois Springfield. Eight
five-member teams of library staffs from across the state are participating in
this year’s institute. The teams are designing Web 2.0 projects to address the
unique needs of their communities, from providing services to individuals for
whom English is their second language to regional economic development.

Keynoting the institute was Beck Tench, director of Innovation and Digital
Engagement at the Museum of Life and Science in Durham, NC. Tench dis-
cussed strategies for creating change and a tolerance for risk in libraries. 

The eight teams will showcase their community projects during the final
ILEAD U session October 26-28 in Springfield. A second ILEAD U program
will be held in 2011.

Institute for School 
and Public Librarians
The 16th annual Institute for School and Public
Librarians was held June 13-18 at Bradley
University in Peoria. “Linking, Learning and
Libraries” was the theme for this year’s institute,
which focused on developing programs, deliver-
ing library services and selecting resources based
on the needs of the people in communities across
Illinois. Topics for the week included using multi-
cultural materials, developing successful chil-
dren’s reading programs, grant writing, weeding,
copyright issues and Internet safety.

Small Public Library
Management Institute
“Serving Your Public” was the theme of the
17th annual Small Public Library
Management Institute, sponsored by the
Illinois State Library and hosted by the
University of Illinois Springfield June 6-11.
The weeklong institute is tailored for direc-
tors of smaller public libraries and directors
new to the Illinois library community. Topics
included library law, policies, budgeting,
safety, board/director relations, grant writing,
library automation, technology, the Freedom
of Information Act and Open Meetings Act,
leadership and community involvement.

Penny Bryant of Bertolet Memorial Library District
in Leaf River enjoys herself at SPLMI.

Fun and games have always been a part of the
SPLMI program.

Dennis Danowski (left) of Macomb Public Library
and Xavier Menzies of Markham Public Library
spoke to SPLMI attendees.

Among those attending the ISPL were (left to right) Jamie
Naylor, Pleasant Plains CUSD; Cindy Beaudry, Steven Mack
Middle School in Rockton; and Maureen Glickenberger,
North Boone School District in Poplar Grove.

ISPL committee members included (left to right) Karen
Egan, Illinois State Library; Ellen Popit, Shawnee Library
System; Nancy Buikema, River Bend School District;
and Penny O’Rourke, Byron Public Library District.

Author and conference speaker Kathleen Baxter (left)
autographs a copy of her book, Gotcha Good!
Nonfiction Books to Get Kids Excited About Reading,
for Phyllis Lia of the Aurora Public Library.

Penny Severns literacy grants
awarded to 45 public libraries
Secretary of State Jesse White has awarded Penny Severns Summer Family
Literacy grants totaling $201,000 to 45 Illinois public libraries providing
important literacy services this summer.

“These grants are intended to improve the basic reading, math, writing or
language skills of parents and children during the summer months when
many educational programs may be closed,” said White. “Services include
reading programs and interactive, reciprocal learning experiences that par-
ents and children participate in together.”

“My dear friend, the late state Senator Penny Severns, believed as I do
that every citizen of this state should have access to quality literacy pro-
grams that promote lifetime learning and help them achieve their utmost
potential,” added White. “These grants have helped thousands of parents
and children with limited literacy skills, and I am pleased that the
Secretary of State/Illinois State Library Literacy Office can once again
make them available."

This year marked the first time grants were available only to public
libraries. The applying libraries were participants in a pilot program to
eventually make all State Library grant applications available online.

Read for a Lifetime 2009-10 wrap-up
For the 2009-2010 school year, 1,111 students and 20 adults took part in
Read for a Lifetime, representing 71 Illinois high school and public libraries.
Participants read a total of 5,582 books, or an average of nearly five books
per reader. Thirty-six high school seniors received certificates for taking part
all four high school years, and 11 students read all 25 titles on this year’s
booklist. The top five most read titles were: Thirteen Reasons Why; Coraline;
Perfect Chemistry; The Hunger Games; and The Bridge to Terabithia.

Beck Tench was keynote speaker for
ILEAD U.

Karen McBride of the Des Plaines Public
Library was one of the ILEAD U instructors.

ILEAD U mentor Tina Hubert (second from left) meets with members of the
Entrepreneurs 2.0 ILEAD U team.
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White presented Stein with a framed
letter and commemorative Illinois
license plate reading “IL POET.”

White wrote in the letter, “I have been
tremendously impressed by your com-
mitment to the Illinois literary commu-
nity, and I want to recognize your out-
standing literary achievements. As a
poet, critic, editor and teacher, you
have enriched our lives enormously

and added your unique voice and
vision to our state’s long and rich liter-
ary heritage. As State Librarian, I am
particularly grateful that your Poetry
Now! initiative generously donates
funds to Illinois libraries for the pur-
chase of books written by Illinois poets.
This is such a wonderful program that
highlights two groups that are near and
dear to my heart — Illinois authors and
Illinois libraries. 

“Your initial and continued support of
the Illinois Emerging Writers Com -

petition has
helped the pro-
gram be a great
success, and
your tireless
commitment to
promoting poet-
ry helps ensure
that future gen-
erations will be
inspired to read
and write
poems. As
Illinois Poet
Laureate you
have added
your own cre-
ative genius to
the remarkable
legacy devel-
oped by your

distinguished predecessors — Howard
Austin, Carl Sandburg and Gwendolyn
Brooks.

“I know I speak for all of the citizens of
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ored by the Secretary of State. As Poet
Laureate, he said he attempts to show
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ans the importance of reading and writ-
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Secretary of State Jesse White held a ceremony in his
Springfield office to honor this year’s Illinois winners of
the Letters About Literature contest. The national reading
and writing competition for students in grades 4-12
requires students to read a book and write a letter to the
author explaining how the book changed their views of
the world or themselves. This year’s winners are (left to
right) Jana Mudrock of New Lenox, Level II , grades 7-8;
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$1 million Digital Divide grant
The State Library received good news in June. A $1 million
grant was awarded by the Illinois Department of Commerce &
Economic Opportunity (DCEO) to enhance broadband access
in public computer centers at libraries across Illinois. The
grants will provide equipment, training and services for broad-
band-delivered education, employment and reading services to
the unemployed, children, seniors, minorities, person with dis-
abilities and others. Ninety-two libraries are participating in
the grant.
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required for a U.S. Department of Commerce Broadband
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