
ER-XPO
ER-XPO 2009: The State Library’s Electronic Resource
Exposition was held December 9 at Schaumburg Township
District Library. The event featured vendors who participated in
Try-It! Illinois. The day provided opportunities for one-on-one
consultations with vendor representatives as well as Q & A
focus sessions with individual vendors in a lab setting.

This year’s ER-XPO vendors included: Capstone Publishers,
EBSCO, Encyclopedia Britannica, GALE/CENGAGE Learning,
Lexis Nexis, Mango Languages, Morningstar, OCLC, Public
Records, Questia School, Rand McNally, Geographic Research
Inc.-Simply Maps, Standard and Poors, U.S. Business Journal,
The World and I, and World Book.

2009 Borders literacy
 donation big success
The 2009 Borders Literacy Donation Program, sponsored by
Secretary of State Jesse White and Borders/Waldenbooks
Stores, was a huge success. Customers contributed nearly
$110,000 to the effort in 34 Borders superstores and 14
Waldenbooks stores for enhancing literacy appreciation and
awareness for local literacy initiatives. Borders customers were
asked to donate at least $1 at the time of their purchase to
raise funds for a local literacy organization. Each Borders store
is partnered with a local literacy program. The Illinois Literacy
Foundation selects the recipient literacy organization. Thanks
to everyone who made this year’s effort a success!

State Library staff news
Dianna Hamblin of the Circulation Department and Shawn
Layne of the Diversity Program celebrated 25 years with the
State Library in December. Jodi Martinez, deputy director in
the State Library’s Chicago office, and Sharon Russwinkel of
the Talking Book & Braille Service marked their 10-year
anniversary in December.

Patricia Ervin has begun work in the State Library’s Chicago
office as a managerial assistant.

ILEAD U teams, mentors, 
instructors elected

March 15-17
“On the Front Lines” Conference
University of Illinois Springfield

April 20-22
Synergy Leadership Conference

Starved Rock Lodge & Conference Center, Utica

June 6-11
Small Public Library Management Institute

University of Illinois Springfield

June 13-18
Institute for School and Public Librarians

Bradley University

The Illinois State Library will be closed:
Friday, February 12, Lincoln’s Birthday
Monday, February 15, Presidents Day
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Eight teams of library employees have been selected for ILEAD U (Illinois Librarians
Explore, Apply and Discover): the 21st Century Technology Tool Institute, along
with mentors and instructors who will facilitate the program. The primary goal of
ILEAD U is to help library staff understand and respond to user needs through the
application of participatory technology tools. Funding for ILEAD U is provided
through a Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Program Grant awarded to the State
Library from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.

Chicago Legal Information
Jamie Sommer, reference librarian, The John Marshall Law School
Raizel Liebler, Research Services librarian, The John Marshall Law School
Maribel Nash, reference librarian, IIT/Chicago-Kent College of Law Library
Patricia Scott, assistant director for Education and Research Services, Loyola

University School of Law Library
Valerie Krasnoff, Instructional Services librarian, Pritzker Legal Research Center

Little Egypt Library Consortium
Erica Hanke, assistant director, Marion Carnegie Library
Linda Johnson, coordinator for Young Adult Services, Marion Carnegie Library
Amy Gilkey, Circulation clerk, Marion Carnegie Library
Jenna Griffith, Library Media director, Marion High School
Judy Vineyard, associate dean of Library Services, John A. Logan College

Pandora
Debra Aggertt, library program specialist, State Library
Sandra Fritz, library specialist, State Library
Beth Paoli, Adult Literacy Grant specialist, State Library
Jan Perone, newspaper librarian, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
Pamela Salela, coordinator, Central Illinois Nonprofit Resource Center; depository

librarian, U of I Springfield
(continued on page 2)
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ISL celebrates 20 years in
Second Street building
The year 2010 marks the 20th anniversary of the opening of
the Illinois State Library in its current location at 300 S.
Second Street in Springfield. The building was dedicated on
June 20, 1990.

Since the State Library Act was enacted in 1839, the state’s
library collection has been housed in many locations. On
June 20, 1839, Gov. Thomas Carlin ordered all books,
records and papers pertaining to state government be moved
from Vandalia to the new State Capitol (now the Old State
Capitol) in Springfield. Stephen A. Douglas was the first
Secretary of State to move into the 960 square-foot space
assigned to the State Library. The State Library moved its col-
lection to the current State Capitol Building in 1876, then to
the Howlett Building (formerly the Centennial Building) in
1923, and finally to a building of its own in June 1990.

The library building was renamed the Gwendolyn Brooks
Building in 2003 after the former Illinois Poet Laureate who
passed away in December 2000.

Abraham Lincoln: A Man of His Time

Secretary of State Jesse White examines
the exhibit, “Abraham Lincoln: A Man of
His Time, a Man for All Times,” at the
Illinois State Library. The library wrapped
up its yearlong commemoration of the
200th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s
birth by hosting the traveling exhibit from
the Gilder Lehrman Institute. The exhibit
goes beyond the public images of Lincoln
to focus on the evolution of his beliefs
and his impact on the nation, and was
made possible in part by a major grant
from the National Endowment for the
Humanities. 

Insight
Jesse White, Secretary of State & State Librarian
Illinois State Library, Gwendolyn Brooks Building
300 S. Second St.
Springfield, IL 62701-1796
Produced by the Secretary of State Communications
Department. 



Library Training Grants
Fifteen future librarians have been selected to
receive $7,500 scholarships to help pay for
the cost of obtaining their Master of Library
and Information Science degrees. The Illinois
Library and Information Science Training
Grant Program, administered by the Illinois
State Library, provides grants annually to col-
lege graduates who possess exceptional aca-
demic achievement and an interest in becom-
ing librarians. Scholarships may be used for
either full- or part-time studies at an American
Library Association-accredited graduate
library school.

“The state of Illinois is a national leader in
developing libraries and librarians, and this
grant program provides outstanding graduate
students with some of the financial resources
they need to obtain their master’s degrees,”
said Secretary of State Jesse White. “I am
proud to congratulate these talented future
librarians.”

Grant recipients are required to work the
equivalent of two full years in service to the
Illinois library community within the first three
years following graduation. As a result, these
grants benefit both the student recipients and
the state’s library community. More than 500
students have received grants since the pro-
gram was implemented.

2009-2010 Library Training
Grant recipients

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
Daylily C. Alvarez, Chicago
Chelsea Anne Baker, Springfield
Allison Ann Cabaj, Western Springs
Eric Edward Colclasure, Kempton
Elizabeth Teresa Delzell, Crystal Lake
Isabel Luisa Gonzalez, Chicago
Kimberly Marie Gotches, Lombard
Benjamin Joseph Lafferty, Chicago
Devin A. Savage, Evanston
Brian Tober, Chatham (scanning technician at 

the State Library)
Esther Bates Verreau, Chicago
Clare Gaynor Willis, Chicago

Dominican University, River Forest
Brittney Laine Hennigan, Park Ridge
Julie A. Wroblewski, Chicago

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Sarah Kristine McVicar, Chicago

Family Reading
Night 2009

Emerging Writers Competition Winners — Secretary of State Jesse White
honored winners of the 2009 Illinois Emerging Writers Competition at the State
Library in November. Illinois Poet Laureate Kevin Stein (far left) and Ray Elliott (far
right) of the James Jones Literary Society helped Secretary White present awards
to (left to right) Vincent Francone, Mary Hotlen, Baird Harper and Colby
Cuppernull. Not present were Valerie Wallace and Deanna Sue Cording. The
competition promotes creative writing and provides a unique opportunity and
outlet for recognizing new poets and short-story writers in the state. 

2010 SPLMI applications available
The 17th annual Small Public Library Management Institute, sponsored by
the State Library and hosted by the University of Illinois Springfield, will be
held June 6-11, 2010, and features the theme, ”Serving Your Public.”

Highly endorsed by previous participants and public library boards across
the state, the weeklong institute is geared toward directors of smaller public
libraries and directors new to the Illinois library community. The goal of the
institute is to enhance participants’ administrative and leadership skills in
order to provide improved service to their patrons. (Previous SPLMI atten-
dees are not eligible.) Topics for the week will include library law, policies,
budgeting, safety, board/director relations, grant writing, library automation,
technology, the Freedom of Information and Open Meetings Acts, leadership
and community involvement.

The registration fee has been held again to only $50, and the State Library
provides all program materials, lodging on the UIS campus and meals.
Participants are responsible for their own travel and personal expenses. Fifty
participants will be selected to attend.

Applications are available at the State Library Web site and due by Monday,
March 1 via fax or mail. Attendees will be notified regarding selection in
early April. For more information, please contact the State Library at 217-
782-7848 or 1-800-665-5576, or one of the regional library systems.

“On the Front Lines” – March 15-17
The State Library will host the seventh “On the Front Lines” conference
March 15-17 at the University of Illinois Springfield. The purpose of the con-
ference is to equip front-line library staff with training and techniques to deal
effectively and efficiently with their day-to-day activities. Conference ses-
sions will focus on topics of interest to all types of libraries. For more infor-
mation, visit L2 at www.librarylearning.info/events/?eventID=8066.

Central City and North Wamac Family Success
Programs, together with Centralia Public Library,
hosted a visit from a Lincoln impersonator who pre-
sented his life story. Participants wore beards, story-
books were read and a birthday cake was served.

DuPage Library System ESL
Julianne Bacon, Marketing and Public Relations coordinator, Bensenville

Community Public Library
Raumin Dehghan, Adult Services librarian, West Chicago Public Library
Patricia Genardo, Circulation manager, National University of Health Sciences
Vicki Mueller, Information Technology manager, Wood Dale Public Library
Chris Waite, Youth Services manager, West Chicago Public Library

Southside 2.0
Tiffany Amschl, head of Adult/Young Adult Services, Crete Public Library
Rebecca Malinowski, reference librarian, Crete Public Library
Jill Coe, Reference and Readers Services librarian, Frankfort Public Library
Tiffany Dismuke, public information associate, Steger-South Chicago Heights

Library
Bridgette O’Halloran, head of Circulation, Steger-South Chicago Heights

Library

I-ADAPT (Intergenerational Access Designed Around Personal Training)
Nancy Scott, director, Eureka Public Library District
Anne Reeves, associate director, Eureka Public Library District
Ruth Shasteen, librarian, Central A&M High School
Karen Stott Bersche, director, Towanda District Library
Shane Howard, Public Services manager, Farmington Area Public Library

District

Springfield Big Read
Amanda Binder, Visiting Instructional Services librarian, U of I Springfield
Janelle Gurnsey, Multimedia Communications specialist, Brookens Library, 

U of I Springfield
Julie Wullner, Electronic Resources librarian, Springfield’s Lincoln Library 
Nancy Weichert, library director, Benedictine University at Springfield
Amy Ihnen, director, Chatham Area Public Library

Entrepreneurs 2.0
Katrina Burns, program coordinator, East Branch, Rockford Public Library
Mary Golden, Information Services librarian, Joliet Public Library
Alexandra Tyle-Annen, Adult Services director, Homer Township Public Library
Christorpher Halvorsen, assistant manager of Adult and Teen Services,

Fountaindale Public Library
Heather Shlah, assistant director, Shorewood-Troy Public Library

ILEAD U Mentors: Pat Boze, Lincoln Trail Libraries System; Genna Buhr,
Alliance Library System; Tara Caldara, Zion-Benton Public Library District;
Nanette Donohue, Champaign Public Library; Gwen Gregory, The John
Marshall Law School Library; Tina Hubert, Lewis & Clark Library System;
Louise Svehla, Plainfield Public Library District; and Natalie Tagge, Brookens
Library, University of Illinois Springfield.

ILEAD U Instructors: Kevin Becker, Lewis & Clark Library System; Lori Bell,
Alliance Library System; Andrew Bullen, State Library; Thomas Dorst,
Consortium of Academic and Research Libraries in Illinois (CARLI); Mikael
Jacobsen, Skokie Public Library; Karen McBride, Des Plaines Public Library;
Tom Peters, TAP Information Services; Donna Schaal, Lincoln Trail Libraries
System; and Alyce Scott, State Library.

ILEAD U (continued from page 1)

Family Reading Night was held across Illinois
on Thursday, Nov. 19, 2009. The Secretary of
State’s office and the Illinois State Library
sponsor the event each year to encourage
families to spend more time together reading.
Many participants used the celebration to
commemorate the 200th anniversary of
Abraham Lincoln’s birth.

Families in the Bloomington-Normal Family
Literacy Program read Five Little Monkeys Jumping
on the Bed.

2nd Lt. Justin Weiler and his mother, teacher Karen
Weiler, entertained children at Immaculate
Conception School in Columbia.
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ISL celebrates 20 years in
Second Street building
The year 2010 marks the 20th anniversary of the opening of
the Illinois State Library in its current location at 300 S.
Second Street in Springfield. The building was dedicated on
June 20, 1990.

Since the State Library Act was enacted in 1839, the state’s
library collection has been housed in many locations. On
June 20, 1839, Gov. Thomas Carlin ordered all books,
records and papers pertaining to state government be moved
from Vandalia to the new State Capitol (now the Old State
Capitol) in Springfield. Stephen A. Douglas was the first
Secretary of State to move into the 960 square-foot space
assigned to the State Library. The State Library moved its col-
lection to the current State Capitol Building in 1876, then to
the Howlett Building (formerly the Centennial Building) in
1923, and finally to a building of its own in June 1990.

The library building was renamed the Gwendolyn Brooks
Building in 2003 after the former Illinois Poet Laureate who
passed away in December 2000.

Abraham Lincoln: A Man of His Time

Secretary of State Jesse White examines
the exhibit, “Abraham Lincoln: A Man of
His Time, a Man for All Times,” at the
Illinois State Library. The library wrapped
up its yearlong commemoration of the
200th anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s
birth by hosting the traveling exhibit from
the Gilder Lehrman Institute. The exhibit
goes beyond the public images of Lincoln
to focus on the evolution of his beliefs
and his impact on the nation, and was
made possible in part by a major grant
from the National Endowment for the
Humanities. 

Insight
Jesse White, Secretary of State & State Librarian
Illinois State Library, Gwendolyn Brooks Building
300 S. Second St.
Springfield, IL 62701-1796
Produced by the Secretary of State Communications
Department. 
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